The Origin of Modern Man: What Were the Requirements?

Here we shall examine whaewiew as the two strongest theortleatattempt to explain the origin of modern man

on this planet Theyareel ai ne Morgan’ s “Aquatic Ape” hypothesis
PredationiTheory. Both fail to achieve that goal in our view, nonetheless both involve major advances in our
understanding of the human condition.

Neanderthal remains began turning up in the late 1820s in Europe and specimens found in the Neander Valley in
1856 wee first assigned a separate category. The remains were of immediate interest tolyailyiduxley and

other early proponents of the theory of evolution. Nineteenth century authors described the Neanderthal in
unflattering terms, for instance Ignaidonnelly:

In another cave, in the Neanderthal, near Hochdale, between Disseldorf and Elberfeld, a skull was found
which is the most apiée of all known human crania. The male to whom it belonged must have been a
barbarian brute of the rudest possiltige.... ...the horrible and bed#te proportions of "the

Neanderthal skull" speak, with no less certainty, of undeveloped, brutal, savage man, only a little above the
gorilla in capacity:-a prowler, a robber, a murderer, a cadeveller, a cannibala Cain.

It’s a safe bet that Donnelly would not have all owe
representations of the Neanderthal in the 1800s and early 1900s were not flattering:

Early Neanderthaleconstruction from the start tfie 20th century by Marcellin Boule.

Nonetheless, the image of the Neandettmatithe public sees has undergone a substantial change within the past
several decades. Common examples include the reconstructions of Jay Matternes, and a number of others:

' gnatius Donnelly, “Ragnarok, The Age of Fire and Gravel



Jay Matterne@Neanderthal reconstruction (leffrom the October 81 issue $€ience (Right) Neanderthal
reconstruction froman article in The Observer, 16 May 2009

Thetwo abovegentlemen, while certainly different enough, are not exactly frightening. The Neanderthal, thus in
recent times, has become a kind of a poster child/ffiat one might call a sort of a muttilltural approach to
evolutionism. Nonetheless, there ard atihumber othingsdistinctly wrong with this pcture.

One such problem is thatl iikfe yWewntdrey tthal dmwdw hs udhre @y
bones indicate they would have to be, what you end

| mageurtesy of Rob Gargett, The Subversive

RobGargett the creator of the above reconstructiooies the followinglr Neanderthals: you could possibly have
babies with them, but you might ?we thengdeoontpedmmenton o f
comparisons between a Neanderthal skull and a human skull and a lion skull (see following image).

2 See:http://ithesubversivearchaeologist.blogspot.com/2011_11_20_archive.html


http://thesubversivearchaeologist.blogspot.com/2011_11_20_archive.html
http://thesubversivearchaeologist.blogspot.com/2011_11_20_archive.html
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In other words, much of the Neandertsgdhysiologyand presumably the behavitiatone would associate with

it, resemblahat of the big cats more than that of humans. Asaea a much heavier bone structure than ours,
Neanderthals had the conical rib cages seen in prirteteslow room for the huge upper body musculature of the
great apes; our own cylindrical rib cages would get in the way of that musculaturé. sh natimgrtob that
Neanderthalsvere hunting large game animgdlscluding mammoths and woolly rhinosith thrusting spears; not
too many humans would sign up for that.

Neanderthals have been viewed as early humans rather than as advanced apes lleeaisesalf their skulls

and their bipedalism. Nonetheless, studies of Neanderthal DNA in the late 1990s have indicated that Neanderthal
DNA was almost exactly halfway betweknman DNAand that of a chimpanzeeThat apparently has sent a lot

of people back to the drawing board regarding the question of what these "people" actually looked like.

Vendramini 6s Neanderthal s

Enter at this point one Danny Vendramini, a New Zealand scholar with a multidisciplinary backiatund

includes filmmaking anévolutionary biology. Vendramini has produced a theory featuring a radical new
reconstruction of Neanderthals and a thesis claiming that predation by Neanderthals drove gracile (Skhul/Qafzeh)
hominids into a very rapid process of evolution such as Stepbeald and Niles Eldredgeroposedthe end result

being that those gracile hominids morphed into-Ragnon man. Vendramini's study appears to begin with
somethinghatsomebody should have noticed in the 1800s:

Neanderthal skull

This image and Neanderthal reconstroais courtesywww.themandus.org

That is, aside from the substantially larger brain area, a Neanderthal skull isperfieetr fit for ana p eprofile,
while it is a bad fit for one of ours. One assumes also that artists seeking to show the Neanderthal without a "snout
(prognathism), are generally showing Neanderthals looking down at their feet.

* E.g. http://expressindia.indianexpress.com/fe/daily/19970712/19355423.iehkaid his team ran four separate tests for
authenticity- checking whether other amino acids had survived, making sure the DNA sequences they found did not exist in
modern humans, miing sure the DNA could be replicated in their own lab and then getting other labs to duplicate their
results. Comparisons with the DNA of modern humans and of apes showed the Neanderthal was about halfway between a
modern human and a chimpanZee.


http://www.themandus.org/
http://expressindia.indianexpress.com/fe/daily/19970712/19355423.html

Vendramini commissioned a forensic artist teate a new Neanderthal reconstruction based on what skulls and
bones actually indicate as well as a realistic assessment of the ice age conditions in which Neanderthals lived, the
kinds of tools and weapons they used, and the kinds of hunting they engagtsddid not instruct the artist to

create the most frightening monster ever yet sagparently he did not have to.

Danny Vendramini és startling t akleAgen fwhratc caa tN eraenndo
il lustrat!iPomr eprcroppocsees)y of t hemandus. org




(Above)DannyVendramini'sNeanderthaleconstructions shothe Neanderthalvith athick furcoat(top right),
while the other imageshow the cretre without it for illustrative purposes. A male human is included for
comparison. Images courtesywafvwthemandus.org

Cro-Magnon needles areot uncommonwhile nobody has ever yet found the first Neanderthal needle. A creature
with asix inch longiceage fur coat plainlyv o u | d n trequirahctothieg or needles.

Also, if the comparativehuman in that last image were about 5 feet and 8 inches tall, then a male Neanderthal could
easily be 5 foot eight and weigh 300 pounds or more without any fatroffhat is a creatureith physical

strengthand musculaturtar beyond anything a human could develéfoyd Pye describes the contrast between

our bones and those of the Neanderthal as similar to comparing broom sticks to shovel handles

We viewVendramini's reconstructions to be substantially accurate. The two very minor issues we have are the
dark gray furwhich we believe should be reddish, and the slit eye puyhish Vendramini assumes protected the
huge eyes in daylightDue to the plaog of Neanderthals in a period of titfeatwe consider consistent with
manki nd’ s pu e asbuee thadthercreaureangever saw anythatgve would calldaylight and would
subsequentirave had no need of the slit eye pupils.

® hitp://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pe6DN10oxjE&feature=player_detailpage
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Vendramini's thesis makes sensedfiyuy into his working assumptions, and if you ignore several problems
which we view as insurmountable.

There is the question of people being preyed on by a physically stronger adversary wanting to direct their own
evolution towards gracilityin real life, they'd have tried to become heavier and strongemdramini's thesis

requires them to become gracile and more adept at throwing things (having the kind of shoulders needed to hurl
things) andheninvent javelinsin real life, that's needin@ get lucky one too many times without having time for

it.

There is another problem in that the first evidence of modern humans on this planet includes fineeptaterk
with astonishingly good representations of ice age animals on cave wallsipleredtors Nothing of that sort is
associated with any apes or hominids on this planet including the gracile hominids of the Mevatamini

claims that the Levantine hominids had spent their final 50,000 years pmorphinginto Cro Magnonsbeng
preyed upon and attempting, consciously or otherwise, to channel their own evolution into a form capable of
defeating the Neanderthall.doing that required mastering fine arts including upper paleolithic versions of the
Sistine chapel, then someidence of it from the 50,000 year run up to this would rent&infarthere is no
evidence on the planet of hominid artwark

There is a related problem in that @viagnon art includeself-portraits and those sqtbrtraits aranost definitely
depictingmodern humans and not any sort of a gracile hominid in the process of becoming modern(beeans
images below).

Cr-Mlagnon scul ptures (images public don

Vendramini describes the change from gracile hominids teMamgnons as being generally driven by a need of the
former to differentiate themselves from the latter. The problem isthaiber of the thinghatthose gracile
hominidswould havdost in this process are thinglsata landpreyanimal needs to survive theworld; one of the
mostimportantbeing a decent sense of smell, and we view the loss of that is an insurmountable problem for the
theory. This presents no problem for Elaine Morgamgtc ape thesis of course since an aquatic mammal clearly
haslittle if any need forasense of smell. On the other hand, for a land prey spedi€33Bits sense of smell

would be maladaptive arwdould doomthe speciesThere would be similar questiongsuch hominids losintheir



fur while an Ice Age was going on and losing their night vision in an age when night was the only time of day that
there was, which we will see in the next chapter.

There is one other insurmountable problbatwe discuss iran appendiof this book dealing with evidender an
advanced civilization on Mars in past ages. Suffice it to say that there are a number of face images to be seen on
the Martian surface and that those faces are those of modern humans. Vendrasigis tombination with the

law of averages would require Cktagnons to be the first time modern humans had ever appeared in the universe.

We view the evidencthat Vendramini presents as indicating that the gracile hominids of the Levant became
extinctand that CreMagnons shortly afterwards came to the same region. For all of the problems with his general
theory, howeverwe view this theory as the closest which anybody is ever likely to achieve to a workable theory of
hominid to human evolutionvend ami ni ' s book contains a gybaawth de al 0
more than a passing interest in Neandefftioahinid topicsshould fave a copy.

El aine Morgan’s Aquatic Ape Theory

The otheistrongthesis for explaining the origin of modern humanthe aquatic ape theory and the name most
commonly associated with that is Elaine Morgan. Morgan is certainly an evolutionist but her theory does not strike
us as much of an advertisement for evolution or for evolutigrsbebasically lays out reasoifsr believing that

humans ar@rimarily adapted to an aquatic life without offering much of an explanation regarding a phatess

might have created those adaptations.

Morgan describes sizeablenumber of human featurésatappear to be adaptatiofts aquatic life and most of
which we share wittheaquatic mammals. Voluntary controlaiir breathings an example That is basically an
adaptation for swimming; we take it for granted but monkeys and apes don't have it, and thatlysrézson hat
chimpanzees and gorillas cannot be taught to speak Ertgkshcan be taught to communicate usiegfsigns
fairly easily.

The most obvious visual difference betwesand primates ithe fact ofour legs beingur major imbs; that is
basically aradaptation for swimming and diag.

Face to face sex sbehavioral characteristic afuatic mammalsif any land animals other than humans do this,
it’s very rare

Then there is the attribute of human fahich Morgan describes thusty

“The Hamanky far the fattest primates; we have t
expected in an ani mal of our size.

“There are two kinds of ani mal s-hwibiecmattemd tomeasc c

ones. Jlinndirmemmalts the fat is seasonal; in most
year round. Al sfoat itnendasn dt omabnemasitsor ed i nternall vy,
intestines; in aquatic mammalis aredoisn theudmamsd ea H

8 From a web articlehttp://www.primitivism.com/aguati@ape.htm A fuller discussion of human fat characteristics and the
adaptation to aquatic |ife which they represent -d0le f ounc



http://www.primitivism.com/aquatic-ape.htm
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There was the gigantic problem mentioned above in that virtually all land prey species have sensethat@raell
atleast adequati@ warningthem ofapproachinglangerwhile the human sense of smell is borderline worthless.
That has to be viewed as a fatal flaw not only for Vendramini's theory but for any theory of modern humans
evolvingonland. However, it is what you would expect given the aquatic thesis foryabpgment of modern
man.

Morgan generally describes a large number of such characteristics and, in contrast to the situation with
Vendramini's theory, we see only one meaningful problem with Elaine Morgan's (aside from the fact that no
evidence of such aaquatic ape has ever turned up): basically, during the time in which man is supposed to have
lived on this planethere has never been a body of water on this plahatwould be safe for humans to live in.

At least as a description of primary humamgtationsthe aquatic ape hypothesis is completely believable, other
thanthat it requires planet other than this one in order to happere planetthat the hypothesis requires

would be a wetand safeplanet, without sea monsters, malarial mosquitoegrocodiles, hipposor any of the
myriad reasons why humans d not live in water today. It would alsohelpif the water wer@redominantly

fresh rather than salty.

Humans do not swim as efficiently as fishotiner narine mammals and require more energy in order to swim, and
that sort of energy generally comes from sugar. You would assume that the original humaa degfieand
wateryplanet would have been a combination of shellfish, fish, and &t you woudl assume that the human

taste for sweet things arises from the original fruit component of our diet and the primordial need for sugar.
Shellfish may have been the more major source of protein; humans can easily deal with shellfish with our hands,
while caching fish without the benefit of technology would be more difficult.

The taste for protein and sweet things remains, other food fkattisave been added to our diet over the ages are
less than natural

The affinity humans have with the ocean has lm®nof the great factors in sculpting human development since

pri mordial ti mes. Most of our major cities now sta
is aworldwide trait amongst humans vacationing. Yet anatiesisure of the estt to which humans still prefer

living near water today can be had from the fact that something like 80% of the thagjtte US military might

ever want to engage were saichtve beenvithin the 25 mile range of the guns of the lowa class battlgsthipt

is, within 25 miles of some shdiree.



Summary and Takeaways from this Chapter
The two versions of a theory of human evolutibatcome closest to being plausildeethose of Danny Vendramini

(Neanderthal predation theory) and Elaine Morgan (aquatic ape theory).

Vendramini’'s reconstructions and descriptions of Nean
(Skhul/Qafzeh) hominids being driven by préda pressure from Neanderthals into an accelerated process of

evolution into CreMagnon people is not believable. There is no evidence of it and too many of thethhaitvgsuld

be lost in such a procease thingghatare altogether necessary for adgprey species to survivén fact for any

hominid to have evolved into Cro Magnon man atgy version of evolution, that hominid would need to:

1 Have lost his fur coat while an Ice Age was going on.
1 Have lost almost all of his sense of smell while tryingnake it as a land prey species.
1 Have lost almost all of his night vision in an age when night was the only time of day to be had.

I f that doesn’t sound | i ke a formula for success to vy
closest anybody is ever likely to come to a workable homioithuman evolutionary scheme but, again in our view, it
doesn’t really work.

If you ignore the question of how apes or hominids might evolve into an aquatic caquasc species, then Elaine
Morgn’ s i deas concerning the conditions under which mo
actually do share a large number of characteristics with the aquatic mammals. The main problem is that there has
never been a body of water on tplanetthatwould be safe for humans to live in.

Morgan’'s thesis appears to require a planet other tha
generally lacking in aquatic creatutbstwould be disposed to eat humans.






